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Grogan's Mill Village Association

P.O. Box 7522, The Woodlands, TX 77387-7522

May 15, 2006
Mr. Jeff Long 

President 

Woodlands Community Association 

2201 Lake Woodlands Drive

The woodlands, Texas 77380

Dear Jeff,

The decision of the San Jacinto River Authority to turn down the request for a noise wall to be built on their easement is a great disappointment for the residents of Grogan’s Mill. The GMVA would like the WCA to continue its efforts to have a noise wall constructed for the residents of Glen Mill.  The noise studies that have been conducted show that he wall is fully justified based on current projected noise levels generated from I-45, TxDOT has indicated that it will build the wall, Precinct 3 Commissioner Ed Chance has said he would take ownership of it and the WCA had voted in the past to pay for the minimal maintenance that would be required. 

In view of the SJRA’s decision the WCA should do the following:

· Continue to seek the support of The Woodlands Development Company to find a way to build the wall.  With their support a wall would be built. 

· Seek more alternatives from TxDOT for building the wall.  There are a number of things that should be considered, even if only as demonstration projects:

· The use of rubberized asphalted concrete as a road surface on I45.

· Placing the wall on the rear property lines of the homeowners on Deerfoot Drive.  I believe it has been determined that he utilities, which are normally placed in the ten foot rear easement of a property in The Woodlands, were instead placed in the MUD easement outside the property lines of the owners. If the owner allowed the wall to be built on their property this would seem to avoid any problems of having the wall constructed so long as there is a means to access the utility boxes. 

· Alternative access to construction on the west side of MUD ditch 9X should be considered from the southern end of the street where there is an easement to the ditch.

· New forms of noise abatement should be sought and considered. New acoustic devices and materials are being tested and should be considered. 

· More trees, if they are planted intensively would help. 

· Future options should be kept open.  If the Woodland does become an incorporated city the way in which these items are evaluated will change. If something can not be done now the options for doing it in the future should be kept open. 

Grogan’s Mill forms much of the outside boundary of The Woodlands.  If it losses it character because of the failure of the community organization The Woodlands as a whole will suffer.

On behalf of the Village Association we wait to hear your response.

Sincerely yours,

Bruce Cunningham

President

Cc: Don Norrell
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