Meeting notes with TxDOT on Glen Mill Noise Wall

June 15, 2006

From the community: Don Norrell, Gen Manager TCAW, Miles McKinney, Director Gov’t Affairs, TCAW, Cheryl Tangen WCA Director, Karen Booren, WCA Director, Bruce Cunningham, Pres. GMVA.

From TxDOT:
Pat Henry, Director of Planning, Stan Cooper, John Elam, Mark Anthony, Karen Baker, Chief Engineer Montgomery County.

Miles provided a general update on what has happened over the last several moths, explained that SJRA would not use of their easement on east side of ditch 9X.

Stan Cooper explained that there are new vinyl walls, filled with rubber, the road side has opened to allow absorption of the sound. Local TxDOT is not aware of where they are being used.  They would have to have evidence that they worked. Some concerns about mold problems that may exist. Wind loading would continue to be a problem and they think the foundation holes will have to be 30 feet deep (because they don’t count the distance from the surface to the bottom of the ditch as being stable for construction.)
Rubberized asphaltic concrete (RAC) is not accepted for noise mitigation.  It has been used for surfacing but they don’t anticipate using it on I45 for 25 years. Based on their cost figures I estimate the cost to be $1.9 million for a one mile stretch, 3 inches think, on both sides of the roadway.  (It could probably be done for less, and the noise wall was too be only half a mile and would protect just the west side of I45) RAC needs to be repaired every four years.
TxDOT agreed that if we could find some new material, which has been used elsewhere, they would evaluate it.  The lighter material would require less heavy equipment to install and could avoid some of the cost of putting it up on the west side of the ditch.  Stan Cooper is to check with the engineers in Austin to see if they know of any material.  Miles McKinney and Bruce Cunningham will do research with manufacturers.  If a material can be found specifications would have to be written for it and then it would have to go out for a bid.  This process could take another year and then construction could take several months.  

Other items that need to be done

· Follow up with Alex Sutton re their engineer who looked at situation.  – Don Norrell, with TimWelbes – Bruce Cunningham

· Examine whether SJRA would consider moving the wall 20 feet west of where originally proposed to them, put it on the border of their and MUD 6 easement.- Miles McKinney

Prepared by Bruce Cunningham 6/16/06. 

Bruce,
 
I believe you have adequately captured the spirit and discussions of the meeting. I will add that Mr. Elam and Mr. Anthony raised the question of potential relocation of utilities that will have to be considered. I received a note from Mr. Anthony with his minutes of the meeting attached that I will distribute for all to read.
 
I do suggest that we hold the potential east bank site suggested by Mr. Elam in abeyance until we have thoroughly reviewed what may be done on the west bank. I say this because in continuing discussions with the Joint Powers Agency (representing the MUDs) over the past year, they have stated that they want the wall built along either the east or west property lines on the ditch banks. They do not want a wall that interferes with their normal ditch maintenance (as the wall suggested by Mr. Elam would). As the MUDs hold an easement that we would have to get permission to use, I believe we need to pursue the west bank solution first. 
 
I am looking for alternative wall solutions and have contacted a couple of prospective vendors. I’ll let the group know what I find.
 
Miles
