Grogan's Mill Village Association

Regular Meeting, January 16, 2006

7:00 PM

Members Present:

Joe Giovanniello, Dana Denton, Jennifer Robinson, Bill Roberton, Fred Ogdee, Tom Campbell, Franklin Palmer, Virginia Dellinger, Jan Price, Bruce Cunningham, Deborah Sargeant, Pat Goodpastor, Sammie Miller, Donna Gossett, Sue Masters

Attendees:
Holly Steinke, Kimberly Cawthorne

1. Call to Order:

President, Joe Giovanniello, called the regular monthly meeting of the Grogan’s Mill Village Association to order 

2. Additions to the Agenda – The agenda was corrected to add 5m.

3. Introduction of Visitors: 
none present

4. Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes 

The minutes for the November 21, 2005 meeting were approved unanimously.

5. President’s  Report - Joe Giovanniello

a. GMVA Web site – Jennifer Robinson  

· The statistics of the Web site show that it receives about 250 visitors per month and those visitors stay in the Web site and click on many different pages.  There was a spike in visitors in early January.

· The page that gets the most “hits” is the current real estate activity page.

· New pages: 2006 Community Elections, Candidate Statements

· We have received several requests from residents to be signed up for the Resident Newsletter, who came through the Web site.  Jennifer will work on the newsletter and have a draft ready within a month.

b. GMV Shopping Center Revitalization – Bruce

· Bruce has continued talking to the businesses, but no changes from the last meeting.

c. Holiday Meeting & Lighting Contest – Virginia and Donna
· 24 people attended

d. Holiday Lighting Contest 

· 22 Star Violet won for best house, Timber Mill won for best neighborhood

· Joe Giovanniello and Holly Steinke made the presentations

· New contest rules were discussed and approved: The house and neighborhood winners will be ineligible for the contest one year after the year they win.  After that year they are eligible once again.

· Suggestions: We should give prizes.  We could give a Community Spirit award.  

· This will be discussed further at the annual retreat.

e. Volunteer of the Year

· Jennifer Robinson was voted Volunteer of the Year.

f. CA-TW Holiday Party – Waterway Marriott, December 3

· All agreed it was a nice party.

· Tom Campbell suggested we encourage residents from Tamarac Pines to attend this year’s party.

g. Needy Family Holiday Program (Interfaith) – Virginia, Dana

· All the needy families had been adopted when Dana inquired at Interfaith (the same time as she had inquired in years past).

· Members agreed to donate the money, instead, to the Interfaith food pantry

h. Sound Wall Update – Bruce, Tom

· TxDOT will build it as long as they get the necessary easements from the Woodlands Development Company, get approval from the San Jacinto River Authority, Montgomery County (Precinct 3 Commissioner Ed Chance) and gain access to the empty lot by Ditco so they can have access to the building area.
· Miles McKinney requested $300 for a study, which is required to get the SJRA approval.  The WCA agreed to appropriate $1000 for the noise wall program and continuing efforts, which will include this study and any future costs that may arise within the $1,000 limit.
· Bruce Cunningham proposed a motion to send a letter to Ed Chance to urge him to support the sound wall efforts.  The motion passed.
i. College Scholarship Program – Deborah

· The applications are ready to go to the school counselors on February 1.

· Deborah will send the information to Jennifer to post on the Web site.

j. GMVA School Donations – Dana

· Dana Denton sent letters to the principals in December telling them that we are offering $500 this year.

· She has received three responses:

· Pat Nickle of Haley Elementary wrote that the money will be used for playground equipment.

· Gale Drummond of Knox Jr. High wrote that the money will be used for Smart Boards.

· Lisa Garrison of Lamar Elementary wrote that the money will be used for a new sign for the school.

k.  Annual GMVA Elections Day – February 18th
· Sue Masters will not be running again.

l. Annual WCA Elections Day – February 18th
· Pat Goodpaster is running again.

m. Knox Junior High Community Representative

· Sammie Miller has volunteered and was appointed.

6. Treasurer’s Report - Sammie Miller 

· Our liability insurance has increased.

7. WCA Directors Report – Tom, Pat, Deborah

· TxDOT will build the sound wall as long as they get approval from the development company, get approval from the San Jacinto River Authority and gain access to the empty lot by Ditco.  Currently, TxDot is proposing others pay to relocate any utilities.

· Miles McKinney requested $300 for a study.  The WCA agreed to $1000 for the study and any future costs that may arise.

8. RDRC Report – Bill Roberton 

· A joint meeting of the 5 RDRCs, the DSC, and the DRC was held to discuss changes in the standards.  Any changes will be reported in the first quarter of next year.

· Before any changes go into effect, each RDRC votes on them in an open meeting.  Then the changes go back to a joint meeting for approval.

· Bill will report back with any changes.

9. DSC Report – Deborah Sargeant  - nothing to report

10. Governance Committee Report – Pat, Deborah

· There is a public meeting on February 25.

11. Parks & Recreation Committee Report – Bill Roberton 

· The committee agreed that fees administered by the Rec center should be higher for non-residents.  There would be a $5 increase for programs below $50 and a $10 increase for programs above $50.  This has not been approved yet.

· The committee also recommends a change in the fees to reserve a park pavilion.  $10 for residents to reserve any park, $30 for non-residents to reserve a community park, $100 for a for-profit company, and $20 for a non-profit company

12. MUD Report – Jan Price

· As of January 1, 2006, The Woodlands has 80,659 people, an increase of 4% over this time last year.

13. MCHD Report – David Witt – Not present to give report.

14. Items for Community News – Sammie Miller 

· Bruce Cunningham will include information about our Web site and February elections.

15. Community Liaison Report – Kimberly Cawthorne  

· There is a new General Manager: Don Norrel.
· Filing for the Community Elections ends Jan. 19 at 5pm.
· Assessment statements have been mailed out. 
· The Community Associations has a new look to their Web site.
· Waste Management is phasing out their 281-phone number.  The new number is 800-553-1902.
· There was a park watch meeting at Pachyderm Park in response to the recent suspected arson fires in Cochran’s Crossing.  Around 150 people attended.
· Brochures on the senior medical lecture series are available.
· The Winter Action guide is available. 
· There are Crime Stoppers fliers available.
16. Other Matters of Interest 
Adjournment at 9:00 p.m.

Upcoming Events 

· Annual Community Associations Election Day – February 18th, 2006 

· Early voting for the Annual Community Associations Election is at the Community Associations Building from February 6th to the 17th.

· GMVA Monthly Board Meeting – February 20th, 2006 at 7:00 PM 

· Next GMVA Monthly Board Meeting – February 20, 2006 at 7:00 PM

________________________________

Jennifer E. Robinson, Secretary

Grogan’s Mill Village Association

