Grogan's Mill Village Association

Regular Meeting, March 20, 2006

7:00 PM

Members Present:

Bill Roberton, Bruce Cunningham, Dana Denton, Franklin Palmer, Fred Ogdee, Jan Price, Jennifer Robinson, Joe Giovanniello, Koby Brand, Tom Campbell, Sammie Miller, Donna Gossett, Virginia Dellinger

Attendees:
Kimberly Cawthorne

Visitor: Cathy Huft

1. Call to Order:

President, Bruce Cunningham, called the regular monthly meeting of the Grogan’s Mill Village Association to order 

2. Additions to the Agenda 

3. Introduction of Visitors: 
Cathy Huft from Neighborhood Services

4. Discussion with Neighborhood Services

· Described a “No Solicitor” neighborhood: Capstone has been very successful in this.  Basically most everyone in that neighborhood has agreed to not open their door to solicitors and does just that.

· There is no county ordinance against soliciting.

· Your only recourse is this: If you do NOT open your door and you ask the person to leave, but they do not, you can call the police because it is now classified as trespassing.  If you DO open the door to the solicitor your options for recourse are few.

· There is a very low incidence of crime in The Woodlands, but Neighborhood Services wants to help all residents keep it this way.

· False Security Alarms are a problem in The Woodlands.  99% of all security alarms are false so the police do not treat any alarm as a priority.  There is a link on the Community Associations Web site to register your security alarm each year for $5.

· The Neighborhood Watch program in Grogan’s Mill has no more than a 60% participation rate.  The GMVA Board would like to work with Neighborhood Services to increase that.  The GMVA Board would like to use the Web site and newsletter to facilitate this.

· At the next meeting Kimberly Cawthorne will bring the maps showing which streets do not have Watch Coordinators.

5. Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes 

The minutes for the February 20, 2005 meeting were approved unanimously.  The minutes for the March 4, 2005 planning meeting were approved unanimously.  

6. President’s Report - Bruce Cunningham
a. Progress Made from Planning Meeting

Adopt-A-Path – Bill Roberton

· Many miles are open in Grogan’s Mill

· 1 day per month cleaning the adopted area is required

· Parks and Recreation supplies all needed materials for clean-up

· Suggest: The GMVA adopts the pathway along Grogan’s Mill Rd. between the two Millbends. Bill to get details for next meeting.

Lakefront Post Office -

· No letter has been sent to TCID yet.

· Dana will be checking the UPSP Web site for more information.

No Parking Letter - Bruce
· All interested parties will have a chance to review the letter before any action is taken.

· Bruce will re-write the letter and distribute for comments again.

By-laws – Jan Price
· Made additions to include electronic notification of meetings is appropriate

· Made a change that elected officers of the GMVA Board will be voted on by Board members not the general membership.  

b. GMVA Web site – Jennifer Robinson  

· The March newsletter has been sent out.

· 7 scholarship applications were downloaded from the site.

· Jennifer will work with Kimberly Cawthorne to facilitate increased participation in the Neighborhood Watch program.

· We will be putting up candidates statements for people running for MUD elections being held on May 13. Bruce to contact MUD boards to advise them.

c. GMV Shopping Center Revitalization – Bruce

· Randall’s sales continue to go down.  Albertsons pays for half of the rent on the store through 2008.  

· The manager does not have much say to make changes to the store.

· Fred and Bruce will be visiting stores over the next few weeks

· Bruce met with the property manager for the center.  She believes that the new owner will be happy to work with us to allow events.  No major changes are planned in the center at this time.

d. Sound Wall Update – Bruce, Tom

· No response to letters sent to the Development Company so far.
· The president of the WCA has been meeting with TWDC but nothing has been decided.  May need to hire a consultant again to get things moving and compromises made between TWDC, TxDOT, and others.
e. College Scholarship Program – Deborah

· Not present to report

g. Discussion of Position GMVA Should Take on Wal-Mart Issue – Dana
· Wal-mart has bought the Spring Creek church and adjoining land, which is about 15 acres.  The eventual use of the land is not known yet.

· We need to gather more information on this.  Once we have adequate information, we should send a letter to the WCA and ask them to be involved as well.  The GMVA will also contact them when details are final.  Bruce to follow up with real estate agent and Precinct Commissioner.

7. Treasurer’s Report - Joe 

· Need final report for 2005-6

· March 31 is the end of a fiscal year

· The fiscal year budget for 2006-7 is approved and is attached.

8. WCA Directors Report – Tom, Pat, Deborah

· March 22 – retreat (annual meeting) and all are invited.

· The following members were elected to these positions for 2006-07

Jeff Long – President

David Witt – 1st Vice President

Karen Booren – 2nd Vice President

Tom Campbell – Treasurer

Deborah Sargeant – Secretary

Tom Campbell, Jeff Long and Bruce Tough were elected to the WCSC/WFD board

Stuart Schroeder and Deborah Sargeant were elected to the WRC board

Note: WCSC is the service corporation that works for the TWA, WCA, WCOA


WFD is The Woodlands Fire Department


WRC is The Woodlands Recreation Center board, a non-profit corporation

RDRC Report – Bill Roberton 

· No report

DSC Report – Deborah Sargeant - not present to report

Governance Committee Report – Pat, Deborah - not present to report

Parks & Recreation Committee Report – Bill Roberton 

· No report

MUD Report – Jan Price

· MUD 36 voted to extend it’s “over 65 exemption” of $10,000 and its “disability exemption” of $10,000.  Qualified persons can qualify for one, but not both, of these exemptions and should contact Jeanne Manning in the Tax Office of the WJPA for information as to how to make an application.

· The Texas Water Development Board on the Water Transmission Main Routing Study recently approved the Lone Star Groundwater Conservation District for a $322,000 grant, and work has begun on the study to help the district determine how to get surface water to different areas and the best routes to do so.

· MUD elections will be held for three MUD districts on May 13th.  Voting will be at the WJPA building on Grogan’s Mill.

· Population of The Woodlands is 80,819 – a 4% increase over last year at this time.

MCHD Report – David Witt – Elections being held in May.  Reported on changes made in contracting with doctors.
9. Community Liaison Report – Kimberly Cawthorne  

· Kimberly handed out a form for the Board member’s contact information
10. Other Matters of Interest 
· none

11. Residents Concerns/Comments – none present

12. Adjournment 

Upcoming Events 

· Next GMVA Monthly Board Meeting – April 17th, 2006 at 7:00 PM

________________________________

Jennifer E. Robinson, Secretary

Grogan’s Mill Village Association

