GROGAN’S MILL VILLAGE ASSOCIATION

MEETING MINUTES

June 19, 2006

7 pm – 9 pm

Present:  Bruce Cunningham, Dana Denton, Joe Giovanniello, Bill Roberton, Franklin Palmer, Fred Ogdee, Jan Price, Martha Lovstad, Koby Brand, Robert Moser, Tom Campbell, Donna Gossett, Pat Goodpastor, Deborah Sargent, Jenifer Robinson, Kimberley Cawthorne.

Guests:  Laura Isensee, David Avalos, Robie Avalos, Julie Voelkel, Rita Keller, Pam Fontenot, Christine Greer, Cheryl Wells, Tad Wells, Dave Holles, Jim Upham, Judy Natale, Steve Natale, Brad Fuller, Judy Knocke, Milena Canal, Fred Kappel, Martha Ann Kappel, Mary Cunningham, Shelly Ponder, Tim Welbes, Joel Deretchin.
Call to Order:  Bruce Cunningham

· The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.

Approval of Minutes

· The minutes were approved with additions as posted on the GMVA Website.
Update The Woodlands Development Company  Tim Welbes
· Tim Welbes answered the following questions”

· Q.
The member options at the WAC were not well marketed.  Will there be any other opportunities for WAC members to change their minds about joining the country club? 

· He thinks they are willing to reconsider; persons interested should contact the membership manager at the country club. 
· Q
Will The EM conference Center be sold?

· A.
TWDC has no information about any changes.

· Q.
Is TWDC planning to close the WAC and if so when?
· A.
Yes in 2008, after the Olympics.  The WAC will stay open while Laura Wilkerson is training. 
· Q.
Does TWDC plan to buy the Village Center?
· A.
No

· Q.
Will TWDC buy out Glen Mill homeowners?
· A.
No
· Q.
Is TWDC willing to allow a sound wall be built on their easement on the west side of MUD ditch 9X (I-45 south of Woodlands Parkway) and serve as intermediary with Entergy for possible relocation of utilities lines given they apparently are "squatters" on the land now. 
· A.
Alex Sutton was looking into this; he will follow up with him. 
· Q.
 Can the land use designation for the shopping center be changed?
· A.  Yes with the approval of the TWDC and the DSC at the request of the owner.  The ability of the TWDC to be involved in part of the deed, it is not in the covenants.
· Q.
What will happen to the Tennis courts?
· A.  Both Tennis courts s at the WAC and Conference Center will be demolished and a tennis center will be built in Creekside Village.
· Q.  What happened to the Sale of the Conference Center?
· A. The Conference Center was sold but the sale did not close.  TWDC still trying to decide plans for the Conference Center and the WAC land.
· Q.
Residents received a survey about an organic food store; does TWDC know anything about it?
· A.
 No, not sure of the source of the survey but are aware there is an organic food store that is a competitor of Whole Foods has expressed an interest in locating in the Woodlands.
· Q.
What happened to George Mitchell’s vision of The Woodlands, it seems there are less attention to saving trees, since Crescent purchased The Woodlands.
· A.  Crescent no longer the owner, but George Mitchell always had a plan for an urban town center.  The seeds for Anadarko were sown ten years prior to its opening, It just happened on Crescent’s watch.  TWDC is committed to keeping a vegetation buffer as they always have in their development.  Despite the outcry about tree removal for Market Square, there are no complaints about Market Square since it opened.  TWDC is maintaining the residential standards.
· Q.
Is TWDC’s ultimate plan that The Woodlands to be annexed by Houston?
· A.  Mr. Mitchell’s goal at the inception of The Woodlands was annexation by Houston.  He placed The Woodlands in Houston’s ETJ to prevent annexation by Shenandoah or Conroe.  The master plan was to have The Woodlands completed by 1994. After Kingwood was annexed by Houston, Houston agreed to a 12 year moratorium on annexation that agreement will expire in 8 years.
The Governance Committee of The Woodlands will make recommendations about future governance.  Joel Deretchin stated that TWDC’s philosophy is that the residents will determine the future governance of The Woodlands 
GMVA Shopping Center Revitalization Bruce

· The merchants have organized a Merchant’s Association; Nick Ransford has agreed to serve as President.
· Bruce announced the winners of the best suggestions sent in for revitalizing the Village Center.  The w inners are Cathie Cox and Robert Wasmund.  They will receive gift certificates from Randall’s and Fuddruckers.
· Bruce is working wit the WCA to place more signs that direct people to the Village Center.
· Stores will be highlighted on the GMVA website.

· All stores have agreed to display the GMVA business cards.

· There is discussion about Wi-Fi hotspots in the Village Center
· Discussions with Kelly Barry, property manager about scheduling events to highlight the Village Center.
· Kelly Barry reported that all stores but one are leased.
Traffic on Maple Branch

· An accident occurred on Maple Branch that resulted in the death and decapitation of a dog.  The dog was being walked on a leash by a child.  The driver was speeding and did not stop to determine the extent of the situation. (Constable Holifield has said he will add more surveillance on this street).
· The Board agreed that this is a serious problem and will ask for the WCA’s assistance to resolve the issues.  The problem had been brought to the WCA several years ago; the WCA requested speed bumps but were unsuccessful.
· Tom Campbell will follow-up with residents of Maple Branch to encourage them to attend the WCA meeting to support GMVA’s request for assistance.
Covenant Violations
Huntsman Horn

· Dana reported that she and Bruce visited a resident on Huntsman Horn to inform them of the potential violation related to cars and trucks parked in their driveway.
Glen Mill

· Residents reported that there appears to be a home that is being used as a group home for handicapped children.  Residents are not only concerned about potential violations but also are concerned about the supervision of the children.
· Discussion ensued regarding covenant violations and how to report them.  Residents were informed that they can repot violations online and have a responsibility to do so.  
Noise Wall Update Bruce
· Cheryl Crandall Tangen and Bruce met with representatives from TXDOT.  They have no problem funding the wall, but here is a technical problem getting the trucks across the ditch. TXDOT wall not pay for the road that is needed to cross the ditch
· There is a new lighter weight material that is being considered for use, it might negate the need for the road, but the wall would most likely have to be within resident’s property line. 
Scholarships Dana
· Dana reported that Kelly Hennigan requested that the scholarship money be paid directly to her so she can purchase a laptop computer.  This is not GMVA’s current policy. A gift certificate will be given to Kelly Hennigan to purchase the laptop. 
· .Concerns about the scholarship program were expressed.  
· There were only three applicants and each received thousands of dollars in scholarships. It was agreed the scholarship program will be an agenda item at our next retreat.
GMVA Website. Jenifer.

·  Jenifer recommended that we contract with Constant Contacts for $130 a year to format the newsletter.  The recommendation was unanimously approved.

Yard of the Month  Dana

· The winners of the Yard of The month are Mr. and Mrs. Jim Tawse, 2711 Timberjack.  Dana will obtain signs.
Resignation of Sammie Miller
· Bruce reported that Sammie Miller submitted her letter of resignation from the Board.  Sammie is involved in a political campaign and has a new job.  She does not believe she can fulfill her responsibilities as a board member. Bruce asked for recommendations to fill her position. Jim Upham expressed an interest in filling the position.  In the newsletter we will ask for other volunteers, we will ask them to attend two meetings before a selection is made. 
Community Survey

· The WCA has asked each village to outline infrastructure improvements that need to be made.  We will ask residents to do this via the ‘suggestions’ form on our website. 
Treasurer’s Report  Joe
· Joe, Bruce and Dana met to reconcile the previous year’s budget.
Current funds available are $5684.  We have-not received the checks from the WCA or the Flea Market.
Reports from Other Organizations

WCA
· Tom Campbell reported that National Night Out is scheduled for August 1 and will have a different format this year. Parties will be held in Village Parks,  Law enforcement and the fire department will visit the parks.  Sawmill Park will be the site of Grogan’s Mill Party.  The WCA agreed to provide free swimming to residents on National Night Out.  Residents are encouraged to have their neighborhood parities after the Park parties.

· The WCA approved a bid for computerized irrigation that will conserve water and a new $500 fee to replant and regrade community easements that are crossed by contractors building swimming pools. 
· There will be a joint meeting of the RDRC and DSC June 29 at 6 p.m.
MUD Report 
· Jan Price reported that there are two new board members in MUD 6; Jack Ryan and Brooke Hamilton and one new board member in MUD 36, Kent Maggert.  The population of The Woodlands is now 85,000.
Community Liaison Report 
· Kim reported National Night Out, Public Safety in the Park, will be August 1.
Pat Goodpastor, Secretary
Grogan’s Mill Village Association
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	Fate of WAC still up in air 

	By: Tiffany Williams , Courier staff 


	 

THE WOODLANDS-The fate of the Woodlands Athletic Club is still uncertain, according to Tim Welbes, co-president of The Woodlands Development Company. 
Welbes met with Grogan's Mill residents to answer questions on behalf of TWDC during the village association's monthly meeting Monday.
In April, TWDC gave members of the WAC, located at 1111 Winterberry Place, notice that programs at the club would be phased out in 2008 and offered a limited-time discount membership to the nearby Woodlands Country Club, 2301 North Millbend.
However, Welbes said considerations for "people with swimming interests" might determine the timeline for the company to close the athletic facility, if it is closed at all.
Olympic gold medalist Laura Wilkinson, a diver, trains at the center, which features a 25-meter indoor pool, a heated 50-meter outdoor pool, a spring-based diving tank and 5-, 7 1/2- and 10-meter diving boards.
"We're going to keep the WAC open as long as Wilkinson is training," Welbes said. "Plans are still up in the air. We don't want to see it close."
Some residents suggested other uses for the facility. Tom Campbell, who sits on The Woodlands Community Association board of directors, recommended TWDC sell the WAC to another athletic entity. Bruce Cunningham, president of the Grogan's Mill Village Association board, said the board wrote a letter to the Community Associations of The Woodlands recreation committee nudging them to buy and convert it into a community facility.
Welbes said TWDC would consider any offer given.
"There isn't a plan in place that would override a sell," Welbes said at the meeting.
He verified the WAC has been a drain for TWDC financially, despite what one resident asked were "concerted efforts to make it profitable."
According to a press release from TWDC published in mid-April, Welbes said the company is considering options for the land currently occupied by the WAC, including residential townhomes or condominiums. 
However, at Monday's meeting Welbes said residential sales aren't the only possible uses for the land that will be considered. He said many unanswered questions, like the stability of the nearby Grogan's Mill Village Center, will contribute to the company's decision about the WAC.
In April, the company was also considering an expansion of The Woodlands Resort and Conference Center, also located at 2301 North Millbend.
More than 20 residents filled seats at the meeting to express to Welbes their interest in what one resident called, "maintaining Grogan's Mill." It was one of the most attended meetings in the village association's history, Cunningham said.
"I'm concerned about the Woodlands Athletic Club and (Grogan's Mill) shopping center," Brad Fuller said.
"Sometimes we feel like the forgotten stepchildren at this end of The Woodlands," said resident Robie Avalos, who attended the meeting with her husband Daniel.
 

GM Village Center: Cunningham said store owners and managers in the Grogan's Mill Shopping Center have formed a Merchant's Association to combat declining patronage in the center. He said photos and information about each store will be published on the village association's Web site, www.gmva.org, which is what Cunningham calls "a major vehicle for revitalizing the shopping center."
The fortitude of the center has been a point of concern for village representatives, residents and property owners since last fall. Cunningham said better advertising and signage, as well as Wi-Fi Internet access and community events, might bring residents to the center. Kelly Barry, a representative from PM Realty, which manages the property, offered support to keep the stores there thriving.

Speed bumps: Village representatives decided to request help from Commissioner Ed Chance in the fight against reckless drivers after many complaints from homeowners who live near Maple Branch Street and Nursery Road. The problem, treasurer Joe Giovanneillo said, has been frequent, and representatives would like to see stop signs or speed bumps in the area to slow down speeders.

Whole Foods: Some residents, including Martha Ann and Fred Kaddel, received organic foods surveys from Whole Foods. However, Tim Welbes said although the organic grocery store has inquired about buying land in The Woodlands in the past, no plans are currently in place for Whole Foods to come to the master-planned community yet. Welbes didn't name the store, but he also said a competitor of Whole Foods was "looking seriously at The Woodlands" at one time.

Tiffany Williams can be reached at twilliams@hcnonline.com.
 


	


