GROGAN’S MILL VILLAGE ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES

October 20’ 2008

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Community Associations Building 

2201 Lake Woodlands Drive

Present   Bruce Cunningham, Dana Denton, Donna Gossett, Sally Johnson,  Jim Upham, Franklin Palmer, Joe Giovanniello, George Van Horn, Deborah Sargeant, Pat Goodpastor, Holly Steinke

Call to Order

Additions to the Agenda  

Introduction of Visitors –

Tom Campbell. Woodlands Township Director

Tom reported that the funds for the Fire Station in Creekside were approved.

There is an allocation of $90,000 for Village Associations funding in 2009.

Claude Hunter Woodlands Township Director

Mr. Hunter reported that the injection well hearings are scheduled for Wednesday November 19 in Austin.  Four buses are available.  There are some seats available.  Claude urged people to attend.

Monte Holmes GM Resident and insurance specialist

Mr. Holmes reported that there is a misunderstanding about a mandated 2% deductible on home insurance policies. Many residents have been told this a mandate from the state of Texas, Mr. Holmes has called the State of Texas and has verified that it is not mandatory.  Discussion followed on individual choice of deductibles and the importance of homeowners knowing the specifics of their policy.

Bill Sargent Resident
Approval of Minutes 

The August and October minutes were approved with corrections.  The minutes will be revised and posted on the GMVA website

President’s and Committee Reports

Community News Update

Bruce reported that the plans for a McDonalds at the corner of South Millbend and Grogan’s Mill Road have been aborted.  The property is for sale.

Lamar Elementary School Update Jim reported he met with Art Salinas, Chris Nunes and Skeeter Hubert.  The MUD will supply pipe, the county has agreed to bury the pipe and the WCA approved a place holder for $8000.00 for this project pending approval of plans. When approved, the project will be coordinated by Parks and Recreation.  Drainage issues have been identified and will be evaluated.

Holiday Party

The party will be December 7th at 4p.m. at Chris Wren’s home 109 South Timber Top.  Dana will send out Evites.

 Holiday Lighting & Decorating Contest- There is no registration or entry requirements;

Participants simply display their lights and/or decorations during the dates of December 4-9.

Categories are Best Home in the Village, and Best Neighborhood in the Village. Village

Associations judge and send the winning addresses to Elena Smith at emsmith@catw-tx.org or

Call 281.210.3893 by 11:00 a.m. on December 10. Awards presented by the Village

Associations December 10th. 

Joe will contact Jenifer regarding GMVA ‘s selection process

Farmers Market

The Market will continue through Dec 6th.  Volunteers are needed to man GMVA’s booth.

Village Offices Meeting Report

Dana reported that a variety of subjects were discussed.  Nelda Blair and other Township directors were present.  The most significant question to the Township Directors was the funding of the Village Associations past 2010.  Since a quorum of Township directors was present, it was determined that only one Township Director will be present to avoid any quorum issues.  It was requested that the representative be knowledgeable so they could answer questions.  .

It was decided not to change the structure of the meeting but to keep it informal so there could be free discussion without agendas etc.

Each village will take a turn facilitating the meeting.

Treasurers Report   Sally

Sally reported that the ending balance was $8333.00 after disbursements of $5335.00   $5000.00 of disbursements was a transfer to the Farmers Market account.  All Astro ticket money was refunded.  Since the Astros game was cancelled, we did not spend the $579.00 for the bus.  A member suggested that we give that money to the food pantry.  It was recommended that we review that suggestion in January.

	Monthly Treasurer's Report
	
	

	
	
	
	November 17, 2008
	
	

	Beginning Balance:
	
	
	

	
	October
	20,
	2008
	
	13,389.15 

	Receipts:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	M.Bootz/Astros Ticket Refund
	280.00 
	

	
	
	
	[Paid $339.64 = loss (59.64)
	
	

	Total Receipts:
	
	
	280.00 

	Disbursements:
	
	
	

	
	2175
	20-Oct
	F.Palmer/YOM
	7.14 
	

	
	2176
	22-Oct
	W.Schardt/Astros
	26.00 
	

	
	2177
	22-Oct
	J.Shelton/Astros
	39.00 
	

	
	2178
	22-Oct
	H.Rebhun/Astros
	26.00 
	

	
	2179
	22-Oct
	H.Powell/Astros
	52.00 
	

	
	2180
	22-Oct
	K.Boardman/Astros
	52.00 
	

	
	2181
	22-Oct
	J.Giovaniello/Astros
	52.00 
	

	
	2182
	22-Oct
	W.Salcedo/Astros
	26.00 
	

	
	2183
	22-Oct
	S.Handley/Astros
	26.00 
	

	
	2184
	22-Oct
	V.Dellinger/Gift R.Williams/Randall's
	29.21 
	

	
	Transf.
	22-Oct
	Farmers' Mkt.
	5,000.00 
	

	Total Disbursements
	
	
	
	
	5,335.35 

	Ending Balance:
	
	
	

	
	November
	17,
	2008
	
	8,333.80 

	Checks Outstanding:
	None
	
	

	
	2175
	
	F.Palmer/YOM
	7.14 
	

	
	2183
	
	S.Handley/Astros
	26.00 
	


 

 

Village Liaison Report  Holly Steinke  (see attachment )

Community Election- 
The following board members’ terms expire this year: Robbie Avalos, Glenn Cox, Bruce Cunningham, Sally Johnson, Franklin Palmer, Nick Ransford, and Jim Upham.

Election Day is February 21, 2009. Filing will begin December

31, 2008 and ends Thursday, January 22, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. Filing packets will be emailed to the Village Association Presidents and will be posted on the Community Associations website

www.thewoodlandsassociations.org , in December. If you have questions regarding the

election, call Karen Dempsey or Judy Faulkner at 281.210.3800.
Bylaws

Bruce reported the bylaws were discussed in May with no decision regarding suspension of members for non attendance.  The Bylaws revision will be placed on the March Planning meeting agenda.  The bylaws were reviewed and no changes approved.  Since we need members who are active, Bruce will follow-up with those members that have not attended meetings or volunteered to determine their intentions for the following year.  

Parks   No report. 

Newsletter paid advertisements   Bruce reported that GM businesses are asking to advertise in the GMVA newsletter.  There was a lengthy discussion.  It was recommended and approved that an ad hoc committee be established to review the pros and cons and bring recommendations to the Board.    Bill Sargent, resident, is a past professor of Marketing and volunteered to assist the committee.  Bruce will send an email to board members inviting them to serve on the committee

Reports from Other Organizations

WCA 

George and Deborah reported the assessment rate of 16.25 cents was approved for next year. Members asked why the assessment rate was raised.  Was there some unexpected expense?  Deborah and George responded that last year the WCA reduced the assessment rate to 14 cents, to ensure the return of all the money in the surplus fund and the money anticipated from the sale of the WCA building to the WCA residents.  That was accomplished.  It was anticipated and stated to the residents in a letter last year that the assessment rate would increase in 2009.

Resident Comments

None

Adjournment 

Pat Goodpastor, Secretary

Village Liaison Agenda

November 2008

Monthly Village Association Meetings

GENERAL MANAGER’S OFFICE

• Community Election- The Community Associations are gearing up for the 2009 Community

Election. Mark your calendars for Election Day, February 21, 2009. Filing will begin December

31, 2008 and ends Thursday, January 22, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. Filing packets will be emailed to the

Village Association Presidents and will be posted on the Community Associations website

www.thewoodlandsassociations.org , in December. If you have questions regarding the

election, call Karen Dempsey or Judy Faulkner at 281.210.3800.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

• Holiday Lighting & Decorating Contest- There is no registration or entry requirements;

participants simply display their lights and/or decorations during the dates of December 4-9.

Categories are Best Home in the Village, and Best Neighborhood in the Village. Village

Associations judge and send the winning addresses to Elena Smith at emsmith@catw-tx.org or

call 281.210.3893 by 11:00 a.m. on December 10. Awards presented by the Village

Associations December 10th. See flyer for more details.

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES

• WoodlandsAlert is here! Get the information you need, how and when you need it!

This service is now available to the public. To register, visit www.thewoodlandsassociations.org

and click on the WoodlandsAlert link in the bottom right corner of the page.

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

• Woodlands Recycle Center on Research Forest Dr is open for business. Hours of

operation are Wednesday, 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m., and Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

• Buy Recycled Boutique- Saturday, December 6, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the Alden Bridge

Holiday Carnival. Call 281.210.3900 for more information.

• TCEQ Final Hearing on Texcom Injection Wells- will be held November 19th, 1:00 p.m.

in Austin, Texas. Currently, the Charter buses are full; however, the awareness group is

investigating alternatives to allow more citizens to attend. Continue to contact

jreal1@peoplepc.com or call 936.499.7173. See flyer for more information.

PARKS & RECREATION

• Arts in the Park- Thursday, November 20th, 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at Rob Fleming Park.

Featuring The Woodlands Highsteppers and In Step Dance Center. Free event.

• Fun with Santa- Wednesday December 17th, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Terramont Park

Pavilion. Thursday, December 18th, 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Rob Fleming Park. Celebrate

with holiday crafts, music, and fun and of course Santa. For more information call parks at

281.210.3950 or email at parkrec@catw-tx.org .

• Santa Paws at the Park- Saturday, December 20th, 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Bear Branch

Dog Park. Bring your best friend to make plaster paw prints, a holiday treat and take photos

with Santa. Offered in partnership with The Woodlands Dog Park Club. Fee: $10/ dog, $5/

additional dog. For more information call parks at 281.210.3950.

• Absolute Grinch- Saturday, December 20th, 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m., at Bear Branch pavilion.

Celebrate grinch style with crafts and games and maybe even Santa. For more information, call

281.210.3950.

• Rudolph Candy Cane Hunt and Roast- Monday, December 22nd, 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. at

The Woodlands Recreation Center. Grab your flashlight and join us for an evening candy cane

hunt in the park and party with a live band. Ages: 11-14. Fee $10, parents are welcome.

• For more information on the programs that The Woodlands Rec Center offers, visit

www.thewoodlandsassociations.org. Click on Parks & Recreation/ Summer Action Guide or

Fall/Winter Action Guide to view current or future programs. The Fall/Winter Action Guide is

included in the August, The Woodlands Community Magazine.

OTHER

• Disaster Recovery Center for Montgomery County- located at the Montgomery

County Annex, 9909 Grogan’s Mill Rd. Open 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday.

Get Answers to disaster questions, information on State/ Federal programs, help with

completing paperwork, and more. To register online: www.fema.gov or phone

1.800.621.FEMA (3326).

• Free Car Seat Check up- Saturday, November 13th, and Saturday, December 11th ,

1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. at Tree of Life Lutheran Church, 3201 Loop 336 West, Conroe.

For more information, call 936.539.9530.

• Holiday Tree at Waterway Square- November 15, a 30-foot tall holiday tree will add a

festive touch in Waterway Square. Beginning November 22, you can enjoy seeing the

Fountains at Waterway Square perform four new songs choreographed to holiday favorites

every 15 minutes starting at 6:00 p.m.

• Going Green Lecture Series- The Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. hosts this series of evening

lectures about sustainability.

Green building and remodeling, 7 p.m., Monday, November 17th

For more information, go to www.thewoodlandsgreen.org/ .

• The Woodlands Town Hall Meeting: An update on Governance- to be held at the

Woodlands Waterway Marriott, November 18th, from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. Residential and

business residents will have a chance to meet Directors of The Woodlands Township and the

Community Associations of The Woodlands as well as ask questions in a public forum. Free

Parking is available at the Town Center Garage at The Cynthia Woods Pavilion.

• Woodlands Repertory Theatre- Presents The Sound of Music, November 20, 22, and 23

at 8:00 p.m. and November 23 at 2:30 p.m. at the Nancy Bock Center for Performing Arts,

3800 S. Panther Creek Dr.

• The Ice Rink at Town Center- November 22- January 19- The ice rink will have a

preview opening on November 15 and 16 and will be open daily beginning November 22nd.

Monday- Thursday, 3:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.; Fridays, 3:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.; Saturdays 10:00 a.m.-

11:00 p.m.; and Sundays, noon until 7:00 p.m. For more information, call 281.419.5630 or visit

www.ThewoodlandsIceRink.com .

• Donoho’s Winter Wonderland- Follow the pathways lighted with storybook displays

surrounding The Ice Rink. Wander among the fantasyland of toy soldiers, elves, doves, angels

and snowmen. Daily from dusk until 11:00 p.m. beginning November 22nd and running through

January 5, 2009. Visit www.TheWoodlandsWinterWonderland.com .

• Farmer’s Market- Grogan’s Mill Village Association is continuing the Farmer’s Market. The

Season will run Saturday’s, beginning October 4th through Saturday, December 6th.

• Lighting of the Doves Festival- November 22nd, from 3:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. at Town Green

Park. Entertainment with lots of Family Fun. More information at

www.HolidayInTheWoodlands.com .

• iWOW- November 22nd, from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. along the waterway. Experience a

celebration of the culturally diversity represented here in The Woodlands. Enjoy food, arts

and crafts, music and entertainment. More information at www.HolidayInTheWoodlands.com

• Step Out: Walk to Fight Diabetes- Saturday, November 22nd, at Lone Star College (3200

College Park Dr.) Join a nationwide campaign to raise money to help fund research, education

and advocacy. 7:30 a.m. Registration/ Check-in

8:30 a.m. 5K Run begins

9:00 a.m. 3K walk begins

For information, call Amy Lanier at 713.944.7706 ext. 6090, or www.diabetes.org/stepout

• GE Run Thru the Woods- November 27th, at 7:45 a.m. Proceeds benefit the South

Montgomery County YMCA, Operation Graduation for The Woodlands High School and

Oakridge High School, Conroe ISD AFJROTC, and Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion Outreach

Program. For more information, contact Roxanne Davis at 281.367.9622.

• A Storybook Christmas- Sunday, November 30th, 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. at The Woodlands

Resort and Conference Center Lobby and Grand Ballroom. Holiday Open House featuring

the annual Storybook Christmas Confectionary display, performances and holiday treats. Free;

open to the public.

• Interfaith Holiday Blanket Drive- Twin size blankets for local seniors living in long term

care facilities. Cotton or fleece preferred. New Blankets only. Drop off blankets by

December 4 at Interfaith, 4242 Woodrush Dr. For more information, contact Raymona Lewis

at 832.615.8205 or email at rlewis@woodlandsinterfaith.org .

• Interfaith Holiday Toy Drive- This program allows qualified parents to “receive gifts” for

their families. The Toy Drive is a joint effort between Interfaith, The Woodlands Fire Dept, all

local chapters of The National Charity League, and our community. Donations are needed by

December 5th. Anyone interested in adopting a family or volunteering during the holidays,

please call Interfaith at 281.210.1230. Food Donations are needed and accepted weekdays

from 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

• ABC – 13 Share Your Holidays Food Drive- December 5, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Bring

your non-perishable food items or cash donations to The Woodlands Mall. The Montgomery

County Food Bank together with ABC-13 and community sponsors: HCN/The Courier/ The

Villager, invite you to help make this year’s drive successful. All donations will benefit the

hungry of Montgomery County.

• Holiday Carnival- Saturday, December 6th, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the Alden Bridge Village

Center.

Updated: 11/17/08 by Susan Martin
