GROGAN’S MILL VILLAGE ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES

January 19, 2009

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Community Associations Building 

2201 Lake Woodlands Drive

Present   Bruce Cunningham, Dana Denton, Donna Gossett, Sally Johnson, Jim Upham, Franklin Palmer, Joe Giovanniello, Virginia Dellinger, Nick Ransford Chris Wren, Pat Goodpastor, Anne Spaulding.

WCA, TWA, Woodlands Township Directors   Deborah Sargeant, Tom Campbell, Claude Hunter, Skeeter Hubert

Call to Order

Additions to the Agenda  

Introduction of Visitors –

Joe Pliska 

Lilly Weiss  Lilly is candidate for the Grogan’s Mill Village Association board.  She has previously served on the Board.

Approval of Minutes 

The November minutes were approved with minor corrections.  The minutes will be revised and posted on the GMVA website

President’s and Committee Reports

Sheriff Departments Report

Sgt Joe Russell and Steve Ortiz reported the 2008 End of year statistics.  Highlight included:

385 calls for Zone 1

66 alarms

23 disturbances 

24 suspicious persons

9 minor accidents

1 major accident

50 traffic citations

Tom Campbell. Woodlands Township Director

.

Legislation

Bruce reported he had invited State Representative Rob Eissler to the GMVA Board meeting to discuss the upcoming proposed legislation.  Rob will determine a date that is convenient for him.

Tom Campbell and Claude Hunter discussed the abatement issue.  They explained that the WCOA had granted tax abatements as an incentive for businesses to locate in The Woodlands.  The abatements replicate those given by Montgomery County.  Before the ad valorem property tax can be levied, the Township has to have the authority to grant abatements.  The legislation would grant that authority.

Resignation of Board Members


Mike Hughes has resigned from the Board.  Glenn Cox has decided not to run again .Their professional responsibilities limit their ability to volunteer consistently.   Bruce reported that Jennifer Morton also has difficulty meeting her responsibilities due to complications of pregnancy and the forthcoming birth of her third child.  Bruce asked the members whether we should ask Jennifer to resign.  Members agreed that Jennifer had done an outstanding job in her role as liaison to the schools but recommended that she be asked to submit her resignation so  board can appoint someone who can consistently fulfill their responsibilities.

Bruce will call Jennifer.

WAC

The WAC officially closed December 31.  A chain link fence has been placed around the property as demolition begins.  Residents complained that the fence blocked access to the pathways.  This has been remedied and there is now access to the pathways.

Elections

Early Voting is Feb 9 through February 20.  Election Day is Saturday, February 21st.  The GMVA Board has 7 vacancies.  The following are candidates for the Board..

Bruce Cunningham, Sally Johnson, Nick Ransford, Jim Upham, Matt Beasley, Lilly Weiss Franklin Palmer, Bill Sargent, Deborah Sargeant . Bill Leilich will be a write in candidate.

Annual Meeting

Bruce discussed optional dates for the annual meeting.  Members agreed that the meeting be scheduled for March 7, 8-12 at the Benders Landing Conference Room.  Chris will bring directions to the February meeting.

Arbor Day

GMVA will have a booth at Arbor Day January 31 at Creekside.  Volunteers are needed.  Please contact Dana.

Adopt A Path

Dana reported that we have not cleaned our path for several months and suggested 2/22 for the next path cleanup.  Members recommended that Adopt a Path be placed on the Annual Planning meeting agenda for discussion.

Lamar Elementary School Update  

No change in status.  There will be a meeting at the jobsite, Monday, January 26 at 1 p.m.
Holiday Lighting

Prizes were not given to the individual or to the neighborhood winner.  Bruce asked if we should award the prizes this year.  Bruce will check if we made any public commitments for a GMVA award for holiday lighting.

Farmers Market

The Market will Begin Mar 21 and run 15 weeks through June 27th.  Dana gave the financial report.  The ending balance for the Farmers market is $5100.00.   This includes the $5,000.00 grant from The  Woodlands Community Association.

GMVC Merchants Association

Nick reported that business has increased.  New signs and painting is in progress.  There are rumors that Randall’s is closing.  Robin denies this. Kroger’s on Sawdust is closing their store.

Treasurers Report   Sally

Sally reported that the ending balance as of January 17th is $6722.00.  There is more money in reserve than expected, because we did not incur all the expenses anticipated and we received a grant from the WCA for the Farmer’s Market.  Members discussed the possibility of awarding some of the budgeted money that had been eliminated earlier his year.  After a lengthy discussion, members agreed to award Interfaith $500.00 for the Food Bank and award the four schools in Grogan’s Mill$ 250.00 each.  Sally will write the checks immediately.

Community Liaison Report

Anne reviewed the Village Liaison’s report.  She highlighted the elections and Woodlands Alert. She encouraged everyone to sign up for Woodlands Alert.

Parks and Recreation

Sally reported The Boathouse operations will begin April 1.

New Business

Advertising on the GMVA Website.  

Bruce tabled the item.  He will form a sub committee to bring forward recommendations.

Reports From Other Organizations

The Woodlands Township  
Tom reported that he has asked that the subject of exemptions to the ad valorem property tax be placed on the Woodlands Township agenda.  The next meeting Is Wednesday, January 28 at 9 a.m.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

The next meeting is February 16 at 6:30 p.m.

Submitted by 

Pat Goodpastor

